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Date: June 2, 2008, 10:00 am

1. The Special Meeting to facilitate a dialogue organized by U.S. Congresswoman Darlene Hooley regarding the further development of a high altitude test range to be located at the Port of Tillamook Bay was called to order by Board President Loten Hooley at 10:05 am.
2. Recognition of Persons Present 

a. Board Members: Loten Hooley – President, Steven Kershaw – Vice President, Arthur A. Riedel – Secretary, Jerry A. Dove – Treasurer, Ken Bell - Commissioner
b. Staff: Robert H. Van Borssum – Port Director, Michele Bradley – Office Administrator

c. Guests: U.S. Congresswoman Darlene Hooley, State Senator Betsy Johnson, State Representative Deborah Boone, Tillamook County Commissioner Mark Labhart, Jennifer Wagner and Suzanne Kunse – Hooley’s Field Reps, Kris Lachenmeier and Tim Lachenmeier – Near Space Corp. (NSC), Fritz Graham – Senator Wyden’s Field Rep, Sally Tuttle – EDC, Amber Nobe – Headlight Herald, Michael Oliver – TNAS Museum, Brice Barrett – Pacific NW Defense Coalition
3.  U.S. Congresswoman Hooley gave a brief background to the high altitude test range (HATR) project as an initiative with both U.S Senators Wyden and Smith and then turned the meeting over the Tim Lachenmeier, President of Near Space Corporation.
· NSC has contracts with NASA, NOAA, and DOD.  A high altitude test range would facilitate and promote more testing. NSC has requested federal earmarks for the fiscal year 2009 and 2010 of $11 million dollars.

· The need for such a HATR is to be able to launch and mobilize quickly, use variable products – ground, low altitude, high altitude and space balloons and satellites, growth and privatization and to keep up with international competition.

· Currently there is inadequate ability to test.

· The DOD needs new theaters, more persistence and develop a lower cost to satellites
· Mr. Lachenmeier then gave a background of Near Space Corporation and their history at the Port of Tillamook Bay.

· A new facility in Tillamook would: launch new infrastructure, create more facilities, bring out of state customers, use the available unrestricted airspace, bring industry diversification, bring high-tech wage jobs (up to 100 jobs in 3-5 years), have green and low environmental impact, bring local opportunities for both small and large business, encourage high-tech education locally, service government agencies (DOD, DHS, NASA, NOAA, etc.) and create a command and control center for testing, as well as revenue to the Port of Tillamook Bay.
· The FAA has been very supportive of this request and the Seattle Center (FAA) would be a large part if this project continued.

3. Discussion:

a. The operation would be a partnership.  Many entities may be involved, from the state, private and federal governmental agencies.

b. Senator Johnson asked what is needed for operation. Mr. Lachenmeier responded that customers are needed, integration with current facilities and technology, platforms to launch, track and recover units, and initial infrastructure.

c. Commissioner Hooley asked about the facility.  Would it be funded by customers and how it would be regulated?  The facility would be built with the initial federal earmark funding for the control center and integration building, as well as the launching equipment.  It could be contractor operated
d. Mr. Lachenmeier discussed that there is no investment in new technology, but the need to foster technology and have the infrastructure for all to use.  This was reiterated by Ms. Tuttle, how the new facility will create an economic cluster for the County.

e. Commissioner Hooley inquired about the FAA – will they give a blank certification?  Mr. Lachenmeier has been in discussion with the FAA, and yes, they will, with a waiver as the work progresses.

f. Senator Johnson asked about public response – will people be upset that balloons are potentially landing out of the airport boundaries?  There are very little occurrences of balloons landing in private areas.

4. Conclusion: Senator Johnson stated that this meeting was a preliminary meeting to bring all of the involved players together to share information.  More information will be forthcoming.
5.  There being no further business, Commissioner Hooley adjourned the Special Meeting at 11:05 am.
Respectfully submitted by 
Michele Bradley, Interim General Manager
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